Quantization of directional properties in biological structures using the Minimal Spanning Tree.
A method that uses the Minimal Spanning Tree graph has previously been developed (Dussert et al., 1987, J. theor. Biol. 125, 317) in order to analyse the degree of order in biological structures. This graph is shown here to be very powerful in bringing out directional properties of biological structures which cannot be revealed by a simple visual examination. The method is illustrated by means of various computer simulations.